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REGULATORY AND RESEARCH UPDATES
SCHEER publishes guidelines on the Benefit-Risk
Assessment of phthalates in certain medical devices
The Scientific Committee on Health, Environmental and
Emerging Risks (SCHEER) has published new
guidelines describing the methodology to perform a
Benefit-Risk Assessment (BRA) in order to justify the
use of phthalates in medical devices.

The guidelines focus specifically on the BRA for
CMR/ED phthalates using a percentage above 0.1%
by weight. They provide a framework on how to
assess the use of CMR/ED phthalates in medical
devices and compare possible alternative substances,
materials, designs or medical treatments. Major
aspects include the functionality of the phthalate, its
role in the performance of the medical device or
its potential alternatives. This overall analysis will
determine whether it is justified or not to use a
CMR/ED phthalate in a medical device.
>> Read the full guidelines here

DG SANTE survey on the use of phthalates (esters of
phthalic acid) in food contact materials

DG SANTE is looking to gain a better oversight of
the current use of phthalates in FCMs. This
consultation primarily aims to obtain information on

the use and occurrence of the five phthalates that are
authorised for use in plastic FCMs as well as other
phthalates* or substances that provide the same
function in the material in plastic FCMs and the
technical function they perform.
The questionnaire is primarily aimed at the users of
phthalates. However, businesses and representatives
of the producers (e.g. chemicals sector) and final
FCM users (importers, packers, distributors, retailers)
are also invited to contribute. Control or compliance
laboratories are also invited to submit data where
relevant.
The deadline to respond is Friday 25 October 2019.
>> Contribute to the consultation by filling in the
online questionnaire.
*e.g. DCHP or phthalates for which no specific rules exist at EU level

SUSTAINABILITY OF VINYL
Additive Sustainability Footprint: Rationale and
pilot evaluation of a tool for assessing the
sustainable use of PVC Additives
A new article outlines the development and assesses
a pilot implementation of Additive Sustainability
Footprint (ASF), a tool developed to assess the
sustainable use of additives across the societal life
cycle of PVC items.
ASF was developed to address linked environmental
and social criteria, founded on robust, science-based
TNS sustainability principles to address negative
impacts and beneficial contributions from the use of
additives through-out the full societal life cycle of PVC
articles.
The research was carried out by Mark Everard
(University of the West of England, UK) and Richard
Blume (The Natural Step, Sweden) with funding by
VinylPlus.

>> Read the full article here.

WHAT'S NEW ONLINE?

Science, policy & public opinion: How the wheels
turn - Ep. 4 Now available!
David Fishwick, Mary Trainor, and George Loizou
from the Health and Safety Executive Laboratory in
the UK discuss how scientists and policymakers are
cooperating with workers in order to be aware of their
changing health and safety challenges and make an
impact by enabling safer working lives.
>> Watch the video

ARTICLES FROM OUR MEDIA FIELD TRIP

Chemistry & Industry rethinks PVC

UK magazine Chemistry & Industry published an
article on re-thinking PVC and how the often-criticised
polymer is actually one of the more sustainable and
recyclable of all thermoplastic resins.
>> Read the full article here (article available in
English)

Discovering plasticisers
Tecnoplast, an Italian technical publication, goes on a
journey of discovery into the world of plasticisers
through the site visits of Draka Polymer Films,
ShinEtsu and Kras Recycling.
>> Read the full article here (article available in
Italian)

VinylPlus in the news
The Spanish publication Revista de Plásticos
Modernos shared the latest updates around VinylPlus,
showing how the industry has come together to create
a more sustainable development of PVC and
plasticisers.
>> Read the full article here (article available in
Spanish)

COME MEET US!

K 2019
Where? Düsseldorf
When? 16-23 October 2019

What? European Plasticisers will be heading to this
year’s K fair to discover the latest developments and
ground-breaking innovations in the plastics and
rubber industry.
>> More information on www.k-online.com

Media Field Trip
Where? The Netherlands and Germany
When? 26-27 November 2019
What? For this 7th edition of our Media Field Trip, we
will be welcoming media in the Netherlands, at
Vynova, a leading PVC resins producer, and to CIFRA
Recycling in Germany, a company recycling PVC that
can be reused in other applications.
>> For more information reach out to us

PVC 2020

Where? Edinburgh
When? 20-23 April 2020
What? Come visit us in booth 40 at the PVC 2020 to
discover the latest about European Plasticisers. You’ll
also want to catch our presentation on "Science,
policy & public opinion: How the wheels turn". Looking
forward to seeing you there!
>> More information on www.pvc2020.org

VinylPlus Sustainability Forum
Where? Florence
When? 6-7 May 2020
What? The VinylPlus Sustainability Forum (VSF) is
VinylPlus' annual event that aims to engage in open
and constructive dialogue on topics concerning the
PVC industry in the context of sustainability and the
circular economy, and doing so with a wide range of
industry and external stakeholders.
>> More information on vinylplus.eu/
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